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The Education Commission of the Sties -(ECS) TaSk
Force on Education for Economic-Growth was established in 1982 and is
made up of governors, business and industry leaders, labor

_
repreSentgtives, membei-s of the technical community, Sand educators.
The task force has surveyed 40 states and found programs and
activities_enhancing economic growthMany states have established
task fortes to study the issues as well as community involvement
programs to encourage citizen and bifsiness involvement in education
programs. Enhancement programs also exist, and their purposes fall
ainto three categories: to improve student skills,, to improve teacher
quality and quantity, and to improve curriculum. The ECS task force
has identified four goals: (1) create an understanding of the need
for a well-educated.work force; (2)-evaldate current education

.

Programs' legislative actions to impr6ve education; and (4) promote
partnerships to improve gducation for economic growth. A list of ECS
task force members and their positions is included. (MD)
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ISSuai4raM was prepared on :January 3, 1983, by Jane
: Armstrong,/ director, special_ projects and activitles, ECS
Programs Division. For more detail, call 303-830-3760.
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The Tssue

'American education leaders are only beginntng to understand
the complex relationships between 'education of the work' force
and economic productivity. That they are 'connected,.no one
doubts. For example, Edward Dennison of the, Brookings
Inititution reports that the increased education level of
American workers between 1948 and 1973 contributed -20% of the
national per.capita income for those.years, and a recent
Study by the New York Stock Exchange relates' JapanYs recent
jump in productivity to its increased primary and -seCondary
school improvement.

If the United States is to reap the economic harvest it
desires, it must .invest heavily in education and, government,
business, labor, military and education leaders will hive to
join together in a concerted effort.

This Issuegram is devoted to the initial activites of the ECS
Task Force on Education for Economic Growth.



ECS Establishes Economi.c_G-rowth Task Force.

In December 1982 ECS Chafrman James B. Hunt Jr., governor of

North Carolina, established the ECS Task Force on Education
for Economic Growth; It is made up of governors, business
and industry leaders, labor representatives., memberS of the
technical community jand educators. The task force 460pes to
encourage each of the r4 resented groups to do whatever they
can to improve, high'schooI graduates' ability to contribute
to economic growth.

The task force has 'surveyed 40 stares in order to discover
what programs and activities are already underway. They
intend to use the information to help.leaders at all levels
evaluate their current'efforts and plan their activities for
the coming year.

What the survey shows

The states 'were- asked about their approaches to the

following:

o Improving student competence,in math, science, computers
and other academic areas;

o Using' computers to improve education;

o Providing incentives for attracting, retaining and

upgrading education personnel, eSpecially science and math
teachers;

o Involving citizens and business and industry leaders in
education.

Although each of the states reported.unique_appZoaches to the

areas in question, three general activities are already
taking lace across the courltry.

Task Foirces; Many states haVe established_ task forces to
study the issues, clefine the problemS and recommend new
poI&cies' _and programs. Task force agendas include
consideratiOn of:

9 curriculum improvement iSsues,

sradUatio requiremetnt revisions,

.expansion of computer use,

o expansion of community involvement in education,
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improverhent of state economies through education
improvements,

teacher training/retraining issues

teacher certification and retention issues.

Community Involvement Programs.. Many states report actively
encouraging citizen, and business and industry-involvement in
deSigning education programs. Community involvement programs
reported by the stNtes center around these:

o advisory councils for vocational_ education,

o matching fund programs in which private sectors
donate funds for faculty or equipment,

o increasing cooperative programs between schools and
industry -- including cooperative research,
partnership programs, team teaching or citizen
.volunteer programs, r

.customizing training to suit the needs of various
indu8tries,

parent workshops.

Enhancement Programs. These programs fall into three_general
categories: student skillS, teacher quality and quahtity, 4and
curriculum.

The states are attempting to improve 'students' skills by the
following:

o increasing high school graduation requirements to
_ include more mathematicS, science, English and
forejgn languages,

ft

o increasing postsecondary entrance requirements,

o lengthening the school year,

o minimum competency4 testing,

creating special school's or programs for gifted
studentsi_ '

o using child dcve3opment programs_ for pre-school
children, either in the home or the day -care centers.



Efforts td_ improve the cluali_ty and quantity of teachers
center _on the following:

revising teacher certification requirements;

providing tuition and 'scholarship programs for.

teachers; particularly in science and math;

o making student loans availabe to prospective
teachers;

o providing 12 -month contracts to teachers in

critically needed subjects: the summer months would
be devoted for such things as retraining and course
preparation;

o providing privateindustry internships for teachers,

o allowing private - industry professionals -to teach

science or mathOMeticS-classes severals hoursTper,

week,

o increasing teacher salaries

o recruiting good high school students into teaching,

assessing the present,and future teacher:S.5ply and
demand.

Programs to improve the _ciaIity of curricula center around
.the= followng:

-so daveloping new or `revised curricula,

o shifting , curricula toward_concepts, applications,
problem solving and critical thinking,

o providing state technioal assistance to local

districts as needed,'

o introdbcing college level courses in high school,

introducing-computer-assisted instruction to increase
student learning and achievement.
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Task Farce I- d- entifies Goals

o Create a national .understanding of the need for a

well- educated work force and of the changing work skill8
necessary for economic 'growth;

o Report on how well. current education programs are
preparing youth for future jobs;,

Identify alternative policies; programs and legislative
actions available to state and local leaders to improve
education';

o Promote partnerships among parents, community, business,
ihdti§tty, _labor, education and government leaders to

improVe. edUcetIon in ways' that will lead to economic
growth.

TaSkrce Members

Tierre -.S. du Pont IV, governor of Delaware
D. Robert Graham., governor 'of Florida
James B. Hunt,:governor of North Carolina
Thomas Kean, governor'of_New Jersey
Richard Lamm; governor, of Colorado
Scott M. Matheson, governor of Utah
George Nigh4 governor of Oklahoma
Robert D. Orr, governox of Indiana
Robert D. Ray, governor of Iowa
Charles S. Robb; goVernor of Virginia
Richard L. Thornburgh, governor of Penn- sylvania
Anne Lindeman, state senator, Arizona ,

WiIheImina Delco, state representative, Texas
Oliver Ocaseki state senator; Ohio .

Thornton Bradshaw,_ chairman, RCA Corporation
J. Fred Bucy; president, Texas :Instruments_
Philip Caldwell, chairthan and chief executive office,

Ford Motor_Company. -

James Campbell, president, MISSO Corporation
Frank_T. Cary, chief executive officer; IBM
JOhn_H. Johnson, president, Johnson Publishing Company
David T. KearnS, chairman and chief executive officer,

Xerox_ cOmpany
Robert W. Lundeen, chairman of,the board, The Dow

A
Chemical Company

Richard Monroe, president, Time; Inc.-
William C. Norris; chairman and chief executive,

Control Data Corporation
Bernie J. O'Keefe, chairman and chief executive
officer, EG and G, Inc.
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Glenn E. Wattt, president, Communications Wo:kers
of America

Anna 3. Harrison, president elect, American Association
for the Advancement of Science

Frank Press, president, National Academy of Sciences
Calvin M. Frazier, commissioner of education,

Colorado
William C. Friday, president, University Of North

Carolina
Floretta McKenzie,' superintendent, Distr4ct of
Columbia public schools

Marvin 0. Koenig, principal, Southwest High Schcol,
St. Louis, Missouri

Bruce Brombacker, mathematicsteacher, Upper Arlington, Ohio
1982 "Teacher of the Year"

Judy Moyers, 3ducation specialist, New \York, New York
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ISsuEGRANIS are summary reports on major_educationJssues
written for_state lekerS: They include background information,
analysis- of differing views: lists of sources and references - all
written for busy'readers. Each is updated periodically.

Issuegrams currently available:

1. Research Finclin_g_s on Efective Teaching and Schools
2. Achievement Trends in the Arts'
3. Collective Bargaining ISSUeS Cgntinue
4. Adult Learning: A Major Trend .

5. Low-Cost School Improvement
6. Achievement in Mathematics and Science
7. Testing-tor Teacher_ Certification _

8. Energy Edutation: Ancithet Patting Fad?
9. How Well Can Students Realkand Write?

10. Special Education and the Law

11. State Programs of School Improvement
12. Compulsory Schooling and Nontraditional Education
13. Education for Economic Growth
14. The Four-Day School Week
15. Setting Up Blue Ribbon Commissions .-
16. Student Achievement In Public and Private Schools
17. Information SOciety_Challenges'Education
18. School Programs To Prevent Drug Abuse
19. Tuition Tax Credits
20. Student Minimum Competency Testing

Issuegrams available March 1, 1983:

21 State Budget Incentives for Quality Improvement
_ (Postsecondary Education)

22. State Licensure'Authorization _
23. Recruitment. Selettibri and Retention of Teathers
24. Teacher Shortages

. 45. School Finance Equalization
26: School FinanCe Reform
27. SehOcil Finance Litigation
28. Programs for Special POPUlationa
29.- State Education Roles and Missions
30 State K-12 Governance Structures

31. The State Legislative Voting Process in Education
32. BlockGrant Implementation
33. PrayerAn the Schools
34. Curriculum and the First Amendment
35. Sex Equity in Education
36. Legal Issues in Education Testing
37. StudentSkills for a Technology Economy
38. State Strategic Planning for Technology
39. Migrant Education _
40. Prograni Review iri.Postsecondary Education

CIt is the °lacy of the Education ommission of the States
to take affirmative action to prevent discrimination in its
policies. programs and employment practices

1 tJ

Please turn page for ordering 'information.


